Dynamic Hatch 1.2 For IntelliCAD( 98d

Permission to use, copy, modify, and distribute this software for any purpose and without fee is hereby granted, provided  that the above copyright notice appears in all copies and  that both that copyright notice and the limited warranty and  restricted rights notice below appear in all supporting documentation.

David Trotz Jr. provides this program "as is" and with all faults.  David Trotz Jr. specifically disclaims any implied warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular use.  David Trotz Jr.  Does not warrant that the operation of the program will be  uninterrupted or error free.
Description:

Dynamic Hatch 1.2 makes use of the hatch command in IntelliCAD( 98 and improves on it by adding a dialog box interface, similar to the one used in AutoCAD( R14. Turning the cumbersome “command prompt” style hatch command into a dynamic interface that IntelliCAD users with AutoCAD( experience miss. This program does not create associative hatches nor will it edit them in any way.

Whats new in 1.2:

· The major improvement in 1.2 is the option to pick an area to “flood fill”. 

· The polyline command that is used to pick a boundary for hatching now supports the command prompt options such as “Close, Undo, etc.”. 

· I also solved a few minor bugs and annoyances. Like you will notice that the command no longer gives you an error if the drawing has no objects instead it will now alert you if you try to “Preview” or Apply the hatch without a selection set to hatch. It also no longer deletes the last object in the drawing if you try to preview without selecting a selection set for hatching. 

· And finally the false reference to a pattern name "file://11111001" at the end of the pattern list is gone. 


Installation:

1) Create a folder in your IntelliCAD path called “Slides” (C:\Program Files\IntelliCAD 98\Slides) Copy all of the slide files (.sld) in the “Slides” folder. Note: If you want to modify this location then you will need to edit the file dh.lsp and tell IntelliCAD( 98 where you are placing these slide files.

2) Copy the files dh.lsp, dhatch.lsp, dhatch.dcl into the IntelliCAD( 98 folder (C:\Program Files\IntelliCAD 98\) Note: if you want to madify this location you will need to modify the file dh.lsp and tell IntelliCAD( 98 where you are placing these program files. Also note that you will need to add the path information to the search path by typing config at the command prompt. See “Using IntelliCAD( 98” page: 302-303 for more information on doing this.

3) In order that the program loads every time at start-up, add the line  (load “dh”) to the end of  the icad.lsp file in the folder “C:\Program Files\IntelliCAD 98\” Note: If this file doesn’t exist you need to create it using the Notepad in Windows. Open Notepad and add the line (load “dh”) and save it as icad.lsp in the IntelliCAD folder.

4) Included is a button bitmap called dhatch.bmp for users who want to add this to their toolbars. For more information on customizing toolbars see “Using IntelliCAD( 98” page: 309-315 for more information on doing this.

Note: 

The folder “C:\Program Files\IntelliCAD 98\” may not be the same on all platforms. It is important that you check to see where the icad.exe is loaded and substiture that path with the path I mentioned above.

Known Limitations:

· Dynamic Hatch 1.2 will not work for users that have modified their icad.pat file. It is designed only for IntelliCAD 98 hatch patterns. 

· Dynamic Hatch 1.2 was not designed for nor will it work for AutoCAD. 

· The polyline options (for picking a boundry outline) have been enabled in this version but in order to exit the polyline command you must either close the polyline using the “c” option or press return and end the polyline command and then press esc to return to the dialog box. It is a small price to pay for polyline command prompt options. 

· When selecting the Pick Area button to pick and area to flood fill the hatch, you will notice all unused layers are purged from the drawing. This was necessary in order to allow multiple points at a time to be picked. 

Bugs:

I have tested Dynamic Hatch 1.2 but as is with any software this program is bound to have a few bugs. I have worked out all the ones I know of but the real test is in the real world with you. As you run into bugs in this program please send me an email dtrotzjr@inreach.com with a detailed description of the problem you are having and I will try to duplicate it here and then work on fixing it. As updates become available I will email an updated file to all users on my mailing list. If you received this file through a friend then chances are you aren’t on my update list and need to be if you want updated versions as well. Just email me at dtrotzjr@inreach.com.

